
 

 

January 23, 2015 

Dear Hartford Public Schools Family: 

 

Thank you once again for your support and patience during the last couple of weeks.  

This is the third in a series of weekly communications that I promised to send to keep you updated on the 

progress we are making toward, first, locating the problem and, second, finding out how it got there in the 

first place so that we can make certain that it doesn’t happen again. 

Moreover, on Wednesday evening, January 21
st
, we also held our first Open House to provide Clark 

parents with an opportunity to tour the schools to which their children have been assigned. Thank you for 

taking the time to visit the schools. For those of you that were not able to make it to the first Open House, 

we have made arrangements for another family meeting on Wednesday, January 28
th
, at Wish Elementary 

School, 350 Barbour Ave., at 4:00 p.m. If you would like a tour any of the schools, please let the staff 

know. We will be happy to do that.  

 

In an effort to keep the community informed, my staff attended a meeting of the Court of Common 

Council also on January 21
st
. We are grateful for the assistance and support we are receiving from the 

City of Hartford. Members of the Council have articulated their support for our process thus far.  

 

The federal Environmental Protection Agency set its recommended PCB levels extremely low precisely 

to eliminate any possibility that they might cause a health risk. During the meeting the Department of 

Public Health shared a document to help us better understand the levels of PCBs present at Clark School. 

For your convenience, we have included the document in this package.  

As of today, we continue to consult state and federal regulators and the environmental experts who are 

still conducting the necessary tests. I have asked our experts to move quickly, but they have cautioned 

that it is important to take all of the appropriate steps in the necessary order to ensure success and that this 

process will take time. The timeline for reopening Clark will depend on the results of the current tests to 

determine the source of the PCBs and the estimated length of the remediation plan to eliminate them.  

 

Also know that we have set up a special Clark School Response Line, 860-695-8504, where parents can 

call a district representative to get the most correct and up-to-date information. In addition, we have 

created a web portal that provides you with all the information available to us at this time. The site can be 

accessed at www.hartfordschools.org. Health questions about PCBs should be directed to Kenny Foscue 

at the Connecticut Department of Public Health by calling 860-509-7740.  

 

As always, I will continue to keep you informed as we learn more and determine a plan of action for 

remediation. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Beth 

 

http://www.hartfordschools.org/

